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How Higher Education can champion Global Citizenship

The MTU Volunteer Abroad programme

Reflections from the students who participated on 
programmes for the past 12 years. 
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Global Citizenship
Words that resonate

*Gaitán-Aguilar, L., Hofhuis, J. and Jansz, J. (2024).



MTU Volunteer Abroad Programme

Financial support to students who 
wish to undertake a number of weeks 

volunteering abroad.

Each year the Societies Board 
selected students for scholarship or  

bursary

2011 - 2025 



MTU Volunteer Abroad Programme

• Centre administration from societies & student services
• Not linked to academic progress or ability
• Extracurricular – programme undertaken during the 

academic summer break
• Most common courses of participants

• Social Care, Fine Art, Music, Early Years Education, Community 
Development

• Engineering & Sciences

2011 - 2025 



MTU Volunteer Abroad Programme

• ~ €25,000 per year

• Scholarship -
• Fully paid volunteer programme & flights ~ €3,000pp
• 107 awarded

• Bursary
• Contribution towards. ~ €700
• 57 awarded

2011 – 2025        12 programme cycles
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MTU Volunteer Abroad Programme
Working with sending partners



Global Citizenship Education (GCED)

Each AFS journey is designed around these six 
principles:

1. Learning as a journey of change

2. Goals-based curriculums + methods

3. Immersive experiences + structured learning

4. Non-formal learning environments

5. Experiential learning = enhanced learning

6. Learning for life + lifelong learning

GCED is not a single subject with a set 
curriculum but rather a framework, a 

prism through which education is 
seen.

UNESCO (2024). EILIreland (2025), 
AFS (2025).



Reflections of participants
Which aspect of the experience impacted your personal growth the most



Experience globally

Having family from abroad I expected myself to be more in tune with Global issues, 
however I now realise that unless you truly live and experience certain things you will not 
know the impact.

It really made me think critically on my own actions. It also made me tackle ideals vs 
realities - relevancy is a real thing and unless you immerse yourself fully, your ability and 
capacity to comprehend similarities and differences are limited

One of my biggest self-reflections was understanding the magnitude of opportunities that 
are afforded to me just because I was born and grew up in a certain place in the world

Changed my perspective on global issues



Being a global citizen

I think about my experience in Nepal on a weekly basis, 12 years later

14 years later I still talk about my trip to India at every opportunity I get.

Making intercultural connections you can create a deeper understanding 
of the world, different cultures views and life in general.

Increased my awareness of being a global citizen



Broader effect on MTU

Photo exhibitions

Peer Talks



Broader effect on MTU

Articles & Reports

Photos
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Further Consideration

The role of Students Services in supporting 
educational experience opportunities
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Links to volunteer abroad programmes
• EILIreland https://ww.eilireland.org/explore/ 
• SERVE https://serve.ie/education/volunteer-global-citizenship-education/
• Hope Foundation https://www.hopefoundation.ie/ 

https://afs.org/education/
https://www.eilireland.org/education/
https://www.unesco.org/en/global-citizenship-peace-education/need-know
https://ww.eilireland.org/explore/
https://serve.ie/education/volunteer-global-citizenship-education/
https://www.hopefoundation.ie/

	Supporting students to participate in Volunteer Abroad 
	Slide Number 2
	Global Citizenship
	MTU Volunteer Abroad Programme
	MTU Volunteer Abroad Programme
	MTU Volunteer Abroad Programme
	MTU Volunteer Abroad Programme
	Global Citizenship Education (GCED)
	Reflections of participants
	Experience globally
	Being a global citizen
	Broader effect on MTU
	Broader effect on MTU
	Slide Number 14
	Further Consideration
	References & Links
	Where do Societies come in on this?



